
Queen Kapi‘olani and Princess Lili‘uokalani, London, 1887
Photographer unknown, Hawai‘i State Archives
The queen posing in the Peacock Gown with her sister-in-law, Lili‘uokalani, at Queen 
Victoria’s Golden Jubilee Celebration.

New York Times, May 29, 1887

The Peacock Gown
In the portrait above, Queen Kapi‘olani 
wears the Peacock Gown that she 
commissioned for Queen Victoria’s 
Grand Jubilee in 1887. The painter 
worked from this photo and chose to 
concentrate on the queen and her gown. 

Iris Viacrusis of Hilo, who recreated 
the gown for ‘Iolani Palace, noted that 
“The ali‘i (royalty) were very fashion 
forward for their day, while they sought 
out the top dressmakers in New York, 
London and Paris, they put their own 
Hawaiian twist in the designs with lei 
hulu (feather leis), peacock feathers and 
other elements that were rooted in their 
culture.” The 1887 news clipping from 
the New York Times, at right, describes 
the dress, which is quite stunning when 
seen in person. 

Visitors are welcome at ‘Iolani Palace, 
please go to Iolani.org to learn more  
and arrange a visit. 


