
Queen Kapi‘olani and King Kalākaua came of age 
at a critical period in the history of the Hawaiian 
Kingdom. The population of Native Hawaiians had 
been decimated by foreign disease, traditional religion 
had been forsaken by Ka‘ahumanu for Christianity, 
surfing, chanting and hula had been deemed to be in 
conflict with the newcomer’s view of social and moral 
propriety, and businessmen and governments vied for 
influence and profit. 

Increase the Nation
The queen and king were married in 1863 and 
Kalākaua was elected to the throne by the Hawai‘i 
National Legislature in 1874. He and the queen 
responded to the need to strengthen the nation with 
foresight and humanity.

In her book about King Kalākaua, Ruby Hasegawa 
Lowe describes the queen as “regal, yet retiring. 
Queen Kapi‘olani was greatly concerned about her 
people...helping to focus attention on rebuilding the 
Hawaiian population. The royal motto selected by 
Kapi‘olani for Kalākaua’s reign was Ho‘oūlu Lāhui  
(to increase the nation). Kapi‘olani spent much of her 
time fundraising and supporting worthy causes by 
sponsoring charity balls, fairs, and garden parties.

Ho‘oulu Lahui

This 1877 map by W. A. Wall provides the broad outlines of the park and some of the residences. Makee Island was a popular destination in 
the park until the Ala Wai was dredged. 

Riders, carriages and floats gather at the park for the Kamehameha Parade, ca. 1914, Hawai‘i State 
Archives. 

The park was designed for a blend of active and passive enjoyment, including enjoying the shade of its 
great banyan trees.

As a result of her efforts, the Kapi‘olani Maternity 
Home and the Kapi‘olani Home for Girls ‘born  
of leporous parents’ were established.”

Kapi‘olani Medical Center for Women & Children, 
as the maternity home is known today, is the premier 
children’s hospital in the state and recently completed 
an $800 million expansion. 

Touring the Nation and World
Upon ascending to the throne, the king and queen
made a trip around the islands to greet their constitu-
ents and assess the state of the kingdom. Kalākaua then 
went on to Washington, D.C. to meet with President 
Ulysses S. Grant and negotiated a free trade treaty. This 
was a significant boost to Hawai‘i’s sugar industry and 
would lead to new rounds of immigration from around 
the world and a rise in tensions with sugar barons.

In 1881, the king went on a nine month trip around  
the world where he sought to build both personal and 
national relationships and knowledge about the  
leading practices and technologies of the day. He 
was graciously received by heads of state and their 
representatives, met with Thomas Edison in New York 
and among other things, brought electricity back to 
Hawai‘i. Culturally, Kalākaua revived hula, surfing, 
and sought out well-informed Hawaiians to document 
the stories and ways of the people of old.

Kapi‘olani Park, ‘Iolani Palace
In 1877, King Kalākaua, working with island 
businessmen and fellow royals, created Kapi‘olani 
Park with a horse racing track at its center. House lots 
around its perimeter were leased to Honolulu’s elite 
for vacation homes to escape the hustle and bustle 
of Honolulu. Over time, the park has adapted to 
evolving community needs and remains a vibrant  
and vital component of the local lifestyle.

In 1879, the cornerstone of ‘Iolani Palace was laid  
on Queen Kapi‘olani’s birthday and was completed  
in 1882. It was the only palace in the world with 
indoor plumbing, electricity, and five years later, 
the telephone. The king was very comfortable with 
innovation and design; he even invented a torpedo-
proof naval vessel and a submarine shaped like a fish.

Insurrection and Overthrow
Queen Kapi‘olani traveled in 1887 to London 
for Queen Victoria’s Jubilee. The queen had also 
scheduled a European tour but returned home when 
news reached her that a group of white businessmen 
had forced the king to sign the Bayonet Constitution 
under threat of assassination, which stripped the 
monarchy of executive power, removed Hawaiian and 
Asian voting rights, and allowed foreigners to vote 
without being citizens of the Hawaiian Kingdom. 

In 1891, King Kalākaua died in San Francisco at  
the Palace Hotel and his sister, Lili‘uokalani, ascended 
to the throne only to be overthrown in 1893 by 
the same conspirators who had forced the Bayonet 
Constitution on her brother. Dole led the overthrow 
with the help of American Foreign Minister John L. 
Stevens and 500 American Marines. Sanford Dole 
became President of the Republic of Hawai‘i.

Chiefly Leadership
The leadership that both monarchs demonstrated 
through their deeds has survived the challenges of 
history and continues to serve what is now the most 
racially and culturally diverse state in the Union. 

Ironically, the company founded by Dole moved off-
island while the insight and compassion  
of the king and queen continue to serve our 
community with practical services, a lasting symbol  
of innovation and one of the loveliest urban parks  
in the world. These gifts were based on their timeless 
understanding of aloha and chiefly leadership, for 
which the people of Hawai‘i are most grateful. 

Statues of the king and queen bookend Waikīkī—
King Kalākaua welcomes all at the ‘Ewa end of 
Kalākaua Avenue and a statue of Queen Kapi‘olani 
greets visitors to Kapi‘olani Park just across  
the street from the Queen Kapi‘olani Hotel.


